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1885. penal servitude for life, and for twenty years.
This wholesome severity was not, however,, suffi-
cient to put the dynamiters down, for their most
daring atrocities were committed at the beginning
of 1885. Having failed with cloakrooms and
platforms, they tried more august precincts. On
the 24th of January there was an explosion in the
old banqueting-room of the Tower, which cruelly
Explosion injured innocent and helpless persons. At West-
So^seof minster on the same day, a bolder, though not
commons. a W\c]^eder9 attempt was made. Parliament was
not sitting, and the House of Commons was open
to the public. A parcel of dynamite left under
the Treasury Bench blew Mr. Gladstone's usual
seat into the gallery, and strewed the House with
fragments of timber. Still more disastrous results
were averted by the heroic courage of a policeman,
for which he received, through Sir William Har-
Heroism of court, the Albert Medal from the Queen. Finding
a constable. ^ SUSp|cious packet on the steps of the crypt under
Westminster Hall, Constable Cole picked it up,
carried it until he could bear the heat no longer,
and then threw it down the steps on to the pave-
ment outside. He himself fell into the chasm
which it had made, and was stunned, but he escaped
without serious injury, and by Ms heroism saved the
lives of many harmless visitors. The authors of
this outrage were not at the time discovered. But
at the Tower two men were caught, and consigned
in due course to convict prisons. Although the
choice of a day in the Recess may be taken to
show that intimidation rather than murder was the
primary object of the dynamiters, they excited no
more sympathy, nor even pity, than if they had
been wild beasts. So far as they intended to pro-
mote the separation of Ireland from Great Britain,
they certainly failed. For, while no Irish Member
was ever proved to have the slightest connection